RIVER GUIDE

Maury and Marshall Counties




5 ! 5
3 - -
* g
2 ’ & {.r/‘ E ;I r’r ' : r o - _
| th q ;
alley yoted -"; ,_ . 45 ) @ _:f"* =Y,
sliayl| s | s i 1 T~ Duptex Allison agl
/ ta F W3 | e \
: } ﬂarm\% 3| o \ [ g
K Ri 4 o :
i WEer | II.-' i Gﬁrg . : M L 4 ...Jr---.-. |
'-.'i"xhg “*5. drom g .-'iJ : %.
G ;”Lr’ﬂ.k:ﬁ G311 ZE Honlamd (T
1 Lk .||'||:'|.ﬂ" "‘-wh_.' i b : |
1‘;-,__"; } o i e L e
B - %) f J #ol i /Y A
Cathey o ] 4 if s B E-"' H'
R = Ly = \ .
‘J‘[ £ Cross Bridge - lumbia J "35?&'.‘:" £ 3 Rape lel
¥, LT Tl i : -
- ampshirg =k (3 T 3
'E_Hjl‘-i‘rt EEshird A-E f'?\_,-q;b , T "'r.ﬁll-\.
r I 'I.“-.'j d_._,-" \ =5 I = {
f Ir f | dg_ra s Hill G \
| f o izt i R (1)
lﬂ;‘i ﬂl‘l; , ndal '_E:‘;I_ 15 o h : H"ll:l.i.l.'l'.. i L\‘Lili - "-_::I Yl\ﬂbﬂ
"'\....-'" ¢ t-Plegsant vin T erona,| © i
8 r@ . SNV e W
. . A W, </ gIs =T
r "x,_ Cullagka Nt iy -.\'C."_L_"i)
H Eandyf.mj T b \p\L gy ]
"a.," : 4 i =y }' - | ¥
e Rockdale Qrpnse | — &) e i%bur | j
= versel 2 . LA
will AL { i ——




I Dam. ...
kasaw Trace Park........cocoecnnnnes
o Highway 50 Bridge............

Acknowledgements
Project Funding:
MMaury County Comvention and ?Hmm.l
Tennessee Parks and Greenway Foundatlon

Project Coordinators:
Graphics — robin E designs, Robin Estep
information = Joe Brooks

Project Supporters:
Tennessee Mature Conservamcy
Tennessee Wikilife Resource Agency

Tennessee Duck River Development Agency
Boy Scouts of Amerlca - Gene Bamr

Project Interest & Support:

Southexit Watershed Forum

Farshall County Government Ecomomic [
South Central Development District
Henry Horton State Park

Yanahli Kayak and Canoe Company

River Rats Canpe Rental

Mational Park Service, Rivers, Trails and Ce
TDEC, Greesway and Tralls

TDEC, Matural Areas Program

South Tenneies Tour Association




elcome to your Journey of the Duck River - 2 beautiful pastoral stream that meanders almost 270 miles through several different cities,
amidst a diversity of wildlife and past countless ever-changing scenlc bluffs, Blands, gravel bars, shoughs and botiomiands.

The river is surrounded by great beauty and diverse wildlife, providing very good fishing and an excellent canoeing stream for all to enjoy. For
beginning canoelsts, this river provides a beautiful backwater stream 1o learn the basics of navigating a river, and for moderately experienced
canoelsts, the stream offers beautiful scenlc quiet waters versus the roaring rapids. And, for those who love history; this river provides an awe-
some historical treasure on river navigation, watermills, fish-traps, Native-American landmarks, European settlements, early roads fords, ferry
sites, caves, bridges and rallroads, among others.

An easy 30 to 40 mile drive from Nashville and within reach of most of the population in Middle Tennessee, the river is a good one or two-
day trip. For your canoeing pleasure, this book has been compiled by the work of many people 1o provide detalled descriptions of the various
Duck River floats, Whether you're seeking a quick half-day float or a long all-day ¢xcursion, this book will provide you all the details 1o get
you started.

As you plan your journey down the Duck, we hope this river guide will help you navigate the river while offering interesting historical informa-
tlon about the sites you'll see along the way.,

Happy Paddling!

And | count myself more fortunate with eoch passing season to have recourse to these quiet, tree=strewn, untrimmeéd acres by the water. |
would think it a sod commentary on the guality of American life [f, with our pecuniary and natural abundance, we could not secure for our
generation and those to come the existence of . . . a substantial remnant of a once grear endowment of wild and scenic rivers.

= Willlam Anderson, Congressman from Tennessee




The Duck River offers something for everyone who enjoy Its waters. One of the las
species of animal life than any other stream in this region and a vast amount of his
this book alone.

The Duck River's diversity in wildlife consists of 150 species of fish and more than |
river is home to smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, spotted bass, cathsh and crap
winter, sauger may be spotted moving up the lower part of the river. Du-uuﬂu:
an excellent canoeing stream to view this wildlife.

The River is full of history on river navigation, watermills, fish traps, Native-Americ
ferry sites, caves, bridges, railroads, commercial centers and h'_u'tl'ﬂtl-!ﬂl‘ll:ll use O

50 mills, including sawmills, woolen, cotton, hemp, paper and powder mills. Dy
merchant mills, surviving river mills closed in the mid 1950s.

This river has been used for many purposes through the ages and traveled by all

log rafts, cedar rafts, dugout canoes, pirogues, tie rafts, batteaus, and steamboan:
area, and there is quite an indication of heavy settlement up to 450 A.D., when most
other sites. European settlement followed the historic native tribes, preceded by long b
falo traces (or trails). There were at least 12 native trails crossing the Duck River alon|
Europeans and Chickasaws established more than 25 ferry sites along the river.

The Duck River Is a key link of our past to the future, and we hope you'll enjoy :
you'll see along the way. A




HIGHLIBHTS: @ CAUTIONS:
184.4 Remnanis of 1 79,5 Diffucult portage
Wilhoit Penstocke
185.4 Remnanis of
Hamilton Green Ml Dam
182.5 Remmanis of
Powell Mill Dam

FLOAT FACTOID:

During the Creek War of 1814, General Jackson's army crossed at the ferry site, In 1819, there
was 2 warehouse built there for navigation boats, A grist and saw mill were bullt in 1821 and
rebullt in 1844 a5 the Wilholte MIll. A small community was developed around the mill and sur-
vived to the 1950s. It i§ now known now as Henry Horton State Park.




HIGHLIGHTS: @
1 73.9 Cedar raft
landing/raft building
gie - lage | BOOs

CALUTIONS:
| 77.2 Rocky shoals

FLOAT FACTOID:
Lillards Mill

During the 18305, the McLean's
Ml (Lillards MiF) was builc and

replaced by a3 hndro-electric
plant in the late 1920s. It be-
came a shipping peodant lor cedar
rafts in the late 18005 o early

1 9005,
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HIGHLIGHTS: @
| P0LS  Fih rap nemanants
|&8.7 Fih r3g rensnants
|&5.8 Remmant of kower
Hardisan Mill Dam

CAUTIONS:
| 72.2 Remnants of Hardison M#
Dam (best portage on right side)*
1646 Rocky Shoals
165.8 Spring Hill water intake-go 1o far bkeft of rver.
145.8 Rocky Shoals

FLOAT FACTOID:

Mill’s Story, Floods and Fires

*Lipper Hardlson Mill, bullt by Chardes Hardi-
son with various business parmers, has endured
floods, disasters and fires. Destroyed by floods
in 1838-1839, 1840-1841, 1847 and early
18705, the mil was rebullt and again destroyed
In 1902 by another Mood. The next millhouse
was bullt away from the Duck River and survived
another flood in 1947, despite the destruction of
the gearhouse, The Mill bumed in 1952,
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HIGHLIBHTS: @

1&4.3 Fish trap remnants

140.0 Farrar/Smith mill dam remmants

159.5 Uppser Sowell Ml remnants’dhoalss tniberi-dam
157.7 Old Homsley mill sioe

157.1 Remnanis of Cedar rafi

156.8 Remnants-fish trap dam

1564 Old Lefiwich Bridge

| 5&.3 Remnants of fish trap dam

CAUTIONS:

|&2.2 Shoald

{uisually SOrainerss roschs )

| 59.5 Shoals, remnants of timber, rock dam




' :.:“y o .||- i g

q L
la =+
-

START 1563
-] 1II

J
e -‘5.."-_-.._ .
s

e —
""*'fﬂ. 1:.} TE i

P 14

HIBHLIBGHTS: @ CAUTIONS: FLOAT FACTOID: Caves, Owls and Buzzards

155.4 Fith trap remnants 1530 Rocky ihoals *Cheek Bend Caves, alias “Buzeard Caves,™ has been a focus of archeological study - a deep trendch of owl
153.7 Cave Spaing "splthalls,” wied by archealogits 1o rack climate change in Duck River Valley, from Lanadian forest to near
152.3 Cheek Bend Caves desert, praineiand, back 1o the current mix of cedar/ardwood forest we see woday. Today, the cave silll
UT Enaxville “Owl Study™* lives up to Its name, “Buzzard Cave" with sightings of dark, feathery cresures beavimg the cave,




FLOAT FACTOAD:
“Still house Hole"
* il | 48.9 is the begin-
ning of “Sillhouse Hole,"
claimed th deapedt wpol

in the Duck River, As the
story goei, an old man
appears In Maury County,
chiming silver buried in
caves mear baffs. His story,
an epcaped slave of Span-
kh mines, In or near Berlin,
MMarshall County, insplned
Soeme early setlers (o search
far the treadure, but all 1hey
found was dirt and plenty
of tragh.

HIGHLIGHTS: @ CAUTIONS:

150.3 Spring Cave 149.7 Miil dam remnants
149.7 Wallace mill dam remnants 147,54 Rocky shoaki

1 48.% 5l House Hole® kr

148.7 Qld rver road/below cllff




HIGHLIGHTS: @
1449 Dawis Ford®
1433 Vaughn Landing
141,1 Remmant of old
bricige pler
1396 Large groviadull
137.2 Old Colurbia TVA Dam®

CAUTIONS:

449 Slack water to lron Bridge (very lew suops)

FLOAT FACTOID:

General Hood's Campaign of 1844

*One early clear moming, 19,000 men slipped around Scholbeld’s
Unlon army, crossing by pontoon bridge just below Davis Ford River
at flood stage. The best route envisioned by General Hood turned to
be the worst road In Maury County, with remnants of Old MoCutch-
eons Buffalo Trace reverted to cow paths and mud holes. The troops
plunged on to the Battle of Franklin, Mearly one third of these men
had no Idea they would die by sundown the next day.
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HIGHLIBHTS: @  CAUTIONS! FLOAT FACTOID: Ashron Mills

133.5 Ashion Mill* I133.5 portage (west/right bamk)  * A grist mill was petitioned in 1819 by Joseph Brown and built by Willlam Horsley In
Columbla City Dam shoals/hydrau- {824, After many owners, the mill bumed in 1842 during the Civil War. It was rebuilt by
lics bedow dam - slack water with 1.B. Ashton and destroved by floods in 1874, A lLarge Aour and grist mill was rebullt and

very few spots to stop operated Into the late 19401,
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HIGHLIGHTS: ®  CAUTIONS:
1330 Odd bridge pler 133.0 Old bridge pler

remnants - shoak reminants - rough shoals*®
12%.2 Fish trap remnands

125.9 Fish trap remnands

— .
—Fr—

FLOAT FACTOID:
This float passes by slx
different bridges - Riv-
erskde, Harlan, Highway
412 bypass, Sante Fe,
Raflroad and the Indus-
trial Road bridge.

*Columbia, pre-Civil
War riverport, maln
landing here. Twice per
wiar, during fneshers,
boats moved goods
downstream o Ten-
nessee and Mississippd

Rivers,




HIGHLIGHTS: @ CAUTIONS: FLOAT FACTOID:

122.3 Lock & dam remmani 1169 Flsh trap remnants

11%.4 F!"" Lrap remnants (Finche lsland) - rocky shoals
1149 Fish crap remnanit

115.7 Middie TN railroad 1148 - 114, 7 Rocky thoals from
bridpe remmaing fish trap reminants (Dorset lsland)

A navigation lock & dam (bullt 1850 - 1851) was identifed as one of two sites that
Duck River Slack Water Mavigation Company worked on prior to being shut down by
the Chancery Court of Maury Count in 1853, This & now private property.
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HIBHLIGHTS: @

1 13.4 Fish trap remnants
111.% Shoals/stralners
1108 Fish trap remnants (Qreenfield Island)
1074 Old phosphate bridpe remrantd |private propemy)
105,92 Figh trap remnanis | Bamer)
104,37 Kettle millkdam rémaants
103.4 Double hsh trap remnants (Anderson)
8.4 Remnamts of hihk rap
8.5 Gordon's Ferry

CAUTIONS:
| 12.8 Shoak
102.4 Shoabstralners!’ trunksslarge eddy
{Jackson Fallg)
100.6 Mysterious rock wall remnants shoals/stralmers

MILES
6.1

* This is a 2-day float
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LINKES AND INFORMATION:

The TVA link below gives reservolr elevatlons, up-
to-date discharge rates and discharge predictions for
several days.

ferpe/ S www rva,gov / river / lakeinfo / indehim
The USGS link below gives hourly river levels, water

temperatures and fow information at several sles on
thie Duck River.

fatp: S Swarerdarausgs.gov /i mwls St

Thie Duck River Agency site below will have the foat
maps for downloads,

wiww, Juckriveragency.ong

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

In case of an emergency, call 911 to notify the proper Rural

Rescue squads,

STEWARDSHIP:

Please be respectful during your float and help keep the Duck River clean by
following the guidelines below:

« Dbspose of waste properly and leave no trace.

# Leave what you find in the natural State you came across it
* Respect wildiife.

* Be considerate of other visitors.

* Respect private property.

SAFETY TIPS

The best canoe trips are the result of proper planning and preparation. Make
your trip the best by preparing for your paddling adventure adequately.

= Check water conditions In adwvance (see links section to the left).

* Check weather conditions,

= Carry a hrst aid kit,

= Scout river features before approaching.

» Carry the appropriate amount of food, water and supplies necessary.
+ Don't go on the blind side of a bend.

+ Take cautlon when coming upon shoals. Always stop and look first.
# Llse extra cautlon after floods. Water channels will change,




